Knowing and worshipping God and sharing His love

St Nick’s, Allestree
& St Paul’s, Quarndon
November 2021
A Thought for November
Phil Moncur

November; fireworks, frost and fog leading to an increasing anticipation of tinsel,
turkey and the tingling of sleigh bells!
As many of you will know, I am a volunteer signalman on the Great Central Railway.
The Great Central is a Heritage Railway. Originally the aim was to preserve a section
of main line railway and run it as it was in the heyday of steam traction circa the
1950’s. At first glance, that aim might seem to remain today, but the reality is that
those of us who nostalgically remember the 1950’s are now a declining minority. In
order to survive the railway has needed to diversify in order to attract a much wider
clientele. Late November, therefore, heralds the start of the “Santa Special” trains –
where children, accompanied by their families, can encounter the great man while
travelling on a festively decorated steam train.
In addition, the railway also runs a whole series of other special events, ranging from
pullman dining trains, through superhero weekends and “Paw Patrol” themed days
to Teddy Bear’s Picnics!
In some ways the need to evolve and diversify also applies in our lives as churches.
Of course, we must hold on to our core purposes of worship and witness, but our
traditional ways of doing things might not always be attractive to those who are not
familiar with them. As we face an uncertain future in the light of Becky’s departure
for pastures new, perhaps we might need to consider how we can build upon the
community links through schools, family events and participation in wider society to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ in a twenty first century context. It may be that
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Sunday mornings are not the best time for some people to gather for worship. Perhaps there are new ways of both being and doing church that we have not previously considered?
In Acts, chapter 17, Paul, in Athens, discovered an altar to an unknown god and built
upon this observation to share the Gospel. In the same way, maybe we cannot just
expect people to come along and join in with what we have always done. Can we,
then, discover what and where those outside our churches invest their time and
energy and find new ways to meet them where they are?

Is there a challenge for our time in the words of Mark?
“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new
piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. And no one pours new
wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the
wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into
new wineskins.”
Mark 2:21-22

Grounds working party @ St Nick’s
Would anyone be available to help do a bit of work on pruning / trimming shrubs
etc. in the grounds? This could be fairly light work and we are thinking of having a
working party perhaps one morning. Coffee and cake can be provided! If so, please
could you let Paul T or any member of the PCC know. Thanks, Paul Taylor

Bishop Libby – Day in Derby City Deanery
Bishop Libby will be visiting the Deanery on November 11th – watch out for details
of informal gatherings open to all, to be publicised nearer the time.

Newsletter Delivery
The joint letter is sent via email to the majority of the congregations—if you have an
email address you’ve provided the office, then you will receive it in your inbox just
before, or at the start of, the month.
There are a few in our congregations who do not have access to email though, and
whilst some of these are sent via post, it is most helpful if they can be hand delivered, to save on stamp costs.
St Paul’s is covered, but St Nick’s needs a few helpers to deliver local newsletters around Allestree. If you could pick up
copies at the front of church and tick off names on the list
you are delivering to, that would be much appreciated.
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Upcoming Christian Aid events
Paul Taylor
23rd November at 7.30pm – Latest Christian Aid work & Stories
from Myanmar (part 2)
We’ll share the latest updates of our work around the world
and hear some stories of our work in Ethiopia with guest
speaker Andrew Jenkins.

The link and Zoom details are below:
https://christian-aid-org.zoom.us/j/83307300140?
Communion at Home
If you’re still unsure about worshipping in church or struggling with mobility or
unable to access church services at the moment, please get in touch with a member
of clergy to organise communion at home.

St Nick’s Church Sewing Group
1:30-3:30pm, Thursdays in the Vestry
The Church Sewing Group are meeting again!
Open to all who love to sew – whatever your ability level!
Please Speak to Christine Penny for more information or to get involved.

Children’s Society
Helen Illingworth
With Covid infections still around we will not
be having an Autumn Coffee Morning this
year. The C. S. are still working helping children and young people in many ways, especially with the problems resulting from the lockdowns and poverty in the pandemic.
I will be selling Christmas cards again this year. If you would like to look at the brochure or examples of the cards, I can deliver one to you, and I will take them to
church. Contact me on 01332 559237 or email illinghelen@gmail.com.
I'm still making marmalade for the Children's Society, Please let me know if you
want some. Thanks for your continuing support.
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Eco Church
Eco Group at Broadway Baptist
Church, Allestree.
We are planning two prayer vigils on
the Wednesdays during COP26, Nov 3rd
and 10th at 7.30pm at Broadway. We
would love to open this up to anyone in
Allestree Churches who would like to join us.
There is also a COP 26 themed prayer walk around Darley Park, which has been
printed and is available a the back of St Nick’s and St Paul’s Churches. Please feel
free to take one and join in.

Christmas Connection
We are just a couple of months away from Christmas and the
many opportunities this presents for us to be and bring good
news to our city!
Christmas Connection is an initiative run in partnership with
Derby City Mission, Love Your Neighbour and Derby Food 4
Thought Alliance. Given the difficult circumstances that many families are facing,
churches and charities like Upbeat Communities, Derby City Mission, Safe Families
for Children and The Hope Centre will be receiving lots of requests from families
needing our help to provide presents for their children this Christmas.
If you are unable to donate a physical gift, we will again be using the very successful and convenient Amazon wish list this year to enable people to buy gifts and have
them delivered straight to The Derby City Mission offices at 10 Normanton Road
DE1 2GW (Gift Registry address). You can access the list via this link https://
amzn.eu/683VaUr.
Please remember we only accept brand new toys, teddies and books; chocolate selection boxes and sweets are also very welcome.
At St Nick’s, Santa’s sleigh is out and at the back of church, ready to receive any
donations! It will be out throughout November, and Phil will take the toys to
DCM’s offices at the end of the month,
Many thanks for blessing our city this Christmas time.
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Update from the Lee Family & Jigsaw Ministries
Family update, thank you for your love and prayers:
It’s been a whirlwind time since we arrived back to
the UK in June and after staying at Kate’s parents for
two months we have now moved to Cumbria. Whilst
praying in Malaysia we felt a clear calling to move to
the Milnthorpe area to make a home for our family
within a community alongside being a place for
Grace’s education and a base for Jigsaw and Tim’s
work. We are not fully sure of all the reasons God
has called us here, but we are excited to find out.
We praise God he has opened the doors to two
temporary spaces to live in Milnthorpe, a garden
annex room of a family we know and a one-bedroom
flat just next door, (thank you so much to these two
families.) This has been so important for us as we
share meals, lives, and space together, building friendships and community each
day, seeing Grace thriving with a group of families and friends is wonderful.
We also thank you for your prayers and we Praise God for Kate’s job in nearby Penny Bridge school. Thank you too for prayers for James who has started Uni at UEA
and for Rebekah who is in her final year. We Praise God for being in the same country as our family and for great times all camping together over the summer. For our
car that has been sold in Malaysia and much more. We especially thank you for your
prayers for Hafiq and his family who have miraculously been accepted as refugees in
New Zealand and are now in the UNHCR refugee centre in Auckland (a wonderful
miracle.) Moving forward we will soon need our own space and place to live but we
know we can trust God fully.
Things may not exactly look how we thought when we planned to move to Cumbria,
but we know we can always trust God for the best plans for us. We will keep you
posted on how things develop over the next few months. Thank you so much for all
your prayers and support.
So, what now? Jigsaw and CMS updates:
We Praise God for our 2 years in Kuala Lumpur. As we look back and reflect, we can
see God’s incredible timing. God knew there would be a pandemic and us being in
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KL meant that we were able to coordinate a much-needed Covid response for Jigsaw as well as develop a safeguarding policy for ACMS alongside focusing on the
development and ongoing ministry of Jigsaw.
We had thought we would stay in Malaysia longer than we did but for various reasons such as Covid travel restrictions, God made it clear it was time to come home
to make a base for our family. Tim will continue his vital work as a CMS mission
partner working for Jigsaw Philippines and Jigsaw UK empowering and enabling Jigsaw to happen. Among many things he will be working closely with and mentoring
Jeanette Sotto who is Jigsaw’s new director and will also oversee the implementation of Jigsaw’s three-year strategic plan and continue the leadership training
course for Jigsaw’s staff. This next exciting phase of Jigsaw is working towards sustainability while reviewing all areas of the organization from staffing to programs.
Tim also has the role of directing Jigsaw UK which empowers and enables the ministry of Jigsaw Philippines though prayer, resourcing, funding, and education sponsorship. Please pray for God to bring a communications and admin person into Jigsaw
UK to help with the increasing amount of work.
God is working in such a mighty way to continue to lead the work of Jigsaw and we
are excited to see how God guides and leads this in the months ahead. Thank you
so much for your significant and vital partnership in this wonderful mission of God.
God’s Blessings, Tim, Kate, Rebekah, James, and Grace and all in Jigsaw.
(For the full newsletter, please follow the link in the email sent to
church family with this newsletter enclosed.)

Coffee & Chat @ St Nick’s
A reminder that Coffee &
Chat meet every 2nd and
4th Friday of the month, in
the Church Room, 10-12pm.
All are welcome to join in
and enjoy this lovely social,
which is much appreciated
after a time of not being
able to gather.
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Ethical Christmas Market @
St Werburgh’s, City Centre
On Saturday 6th November
there is a wonderful Christmas
Market taking place supporting
local, small, ethical businesses. A
great opportunity to do some
early-bird shopping and support
local biz at the same time!
Some lovely items available, and
some tasty ones too! Just Ice
and others will be on hand for
refreshments.
A great way to kick off the season and browse some beautiful
bits!

Staff Annual Leave
Please be aware of the following booked annual leave:
Gael is on annual leave on Friday 12th November
Dawn is on annual leave from the 22nd—24th of November

Prayer Requests:
Please pray for:
•
Becky an d the family as they settle into their new home and roles. Particular•
•
•

ly for Becky and Shemil’s joint installation on the 10th of November.
For safety as people celebrate bonfire night this month.
For all who are feeling as need to retreat as the nights draw in and the
months get colder. For comfort and community.
For the ministry team as prep is done for one of the busiest seasons in the
church calendar!
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St Nick’s Church Pub Lunches at The Markeaton are back on the menu!
Church lunches are restarting, and will be held once a
month at the Markeaton Pub, just on the corner of
Allestree Lane and Kedleston Road.
The dates for the rest of the year are:
November 28th
December 12th
All welcome. For more information, please speak to
Christine Penny.

Blue Christmas @ St Nick’s
This year from Wednesday the 1st of December, we
will be offering a peaceful space for people to come
and remember their loved ones. We will have our
beautiful 10ft Christmas tree decorated and available
to hang gold hearts on in memory of those we will miss
very much at this time of year, especially after the last
few years of living within an often lonely pandemic.
The Church will be open during office hours—please
feel free to tell your friends and neighbours if you feel
it would be helpful for them.
This will culminate in a service on Tuesday 21st of December at 7pm. It will be a Blue Christmas Service,
sometimes known as ’The Longest Night’. It will be a
time in which we can remember those who are no
longer with us, which we hope will help any and all who
are looking for comfort this season.
More info will follow in the December newsletter.

Knit & Knatter @ St Nick’s
Meetings are held in the Church Hall on the
1st, 3rd, and where there is a 5th Wednesday of the month, 2-3:30pm.
November: 3rd & 17th
December: 1st & 15th (Christmas Special)
Membership fee—£5 each quarter, then £1 per session.
Contact Sandra on 557114
Come and join us for tea, biscuits, and chat.
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COFFEE MORNINGS
Quarndon Church Hall,
10am onwards

12th November
10th December
(Second Friday of the month)

All are welcome
Please contact Val, Mike or Jan
with any offers of help or baking

Harvest Festivals THANK YOU!
The Harvest Festivals of both churches will fall on Sunday 3rd October this year, and
we will again be supporting the work of the Padley Centre.
Please bring donations of non perishable food
items and toiletries to your respective church
services, or alternatively there will be a ’drop
zone’ over that weekend in St Nick’s car park,
under a gazebo provided by the Padley Centre.
Many thanks.

St Nick’s Prayer Circle
St Nick’s have a prayer circle as part of their pastoral care set up. For those
unfamiliar with the practice, it is simply a circle of people who are committed to
phone along a chain when people request prayer, or a situation arises that needs
communicating and praying for. You can rest assured that you are being covered in
prayer when you approach someone who is on the contact list.
If you would like to be added to the prayer circle,
please get in touch with the church office.
For more details, please see the poster at the back of St Nick’s
9
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St Nick’s Christmas Shoebox Appeal
Celia Grattidge
The boxes available at the back of church (with the
postage) cost 80p each. If you take one of these, please
put 80p (or £1 for convenience) in the jar on the table.
Any excess donations will be given to Teams4U.
Leaflets explaining 'How to create a shoebox' are also on the table. Please fill in your
details on the form provided. Thank you for your support for this very worthwhile
(and enjoyable) cause.

The boxes must be returned to me by Remembrance Sunday, Nov. 14th .

Newsletter Information Deadline!

St Nick’s Birthdays

Please be aware that the deadline for
any news you’d like to be included in
the next Newsletter is always the
16th of the month before.
Any info should be sent to the church
office on stnicksallestree@outlook.com

If you’ve got a big birthday coming up,
maybe 80, 90…… 100?! We’d love to
know so that we can celebrate with you!
Speak to Sarah Tupling, as she has taken
over keeping our birthday records up to
date.
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Upcoming Services
Dates/Services

Leaders

Readings

Phil
Dawn

Jonah 3:1-5
Mark 1:14-20

Dawn
Dawn
Lee

Daniel 12:1-3
Mark 13:1-8

Phil
Dawn

Daniel 7:9-10; 13-14
John 18:33-37

Dawn
Dawn
Phil & Anna

1 Thessalonians 3:9-end
Luke 21:25-36

Sunday 7th November
St Nick’s: 10am Informal Worship
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion

Sunday 14th November
St Nick’s: 10am Worship & Act of Remembrance
with Holy Communion
7pm Pudding & Ponder
St Paul’s: 10am Worship & Act of Remembrance

Sunday 21st November
St Nick’s: 10am Morning Praise
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion with SHINE

Sunday 28th November
St Nick’s: 10am Bible Study
3pm Traditional Holy Communion
St Paul’s: 4pm Christingle
Handy Contacts for both churches:

St Nick’s
Church Warden:
Paul Taylor
Safeguarding Lead: Miriam Chappell
Licensed Lay Reader: Sarah Tupling

Contact: 01332 556020
Contact: 01332 550782
Licensed Lay Reader: Phil Moncur

St Paul’s
Church Wardens:

Mike Annable
Contact: mike@stpaulsquarndon.org.uk
Jan Calladine
Contact: jan@stpaulsquarndon.org.uk
Verger:
Dawn Price
Contact: 01332 556422
Safeguarding Lead: Vacant– please contact Revd Becky
Church Hall Bookings: Val Annable
Contact: 07780 830371
quarndonchall@aol.co.uk
(or see St Paul’s website to book online)
Please get in touch if you’d like to talk to us about organising a Baptism at St Nick’s or St Paul’s, or
would like to get married or celebrate a special anniversary with the renewal of wedding vows.
We are always happy to respond to enquiries.
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