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Knowing and worshipping God and sharing His love 

 October 2019 

 St Nick’s Church Allestree 

Vicar: Rev Becky Mathew Email:  vicarallestreequarndon@hotmail.com                   
Vicarage Tel: 01332 550224 Rest Day: Friday      
Curate: Rev. Dawn Knight Email: revdawn68@gmail.com  
Contact Tel: 01332 519552 Rest Day: Friday                                                                              
Administrator: Joanne Peace  Email:  stnicksallestree@outlook.com 
Church Office Tel: 01332 550431    
Website: www.stnicksallestree.uk                             
General office hours: Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30am –2:30pm 

Let your smile be a light to another 

- Dawn Knight 
Its that time of year again when the nights are drawing in and the sun is taking long-
er to “get going” in the mornings- much like many of us I should think. It’s so much 
easier to stay in our warm and cosy homes, eat more, exercise less and curl up with 
a good book…..well it is for me anyway! 

However, not everyone has a warm home, enough food on the table and the ability 
to make choices. For those who live alone or are isolated for one reason or another, 
it is the time of year that can bring dread. Darkness and poor weather bring addi-
tional vulnerability for those without the homes many of us take for granted; and 
for those less mobile, home can feel almost like imprisonment. 

As a new curate (“trainee vicar”) to the area I have spent quite a bit of time out and 
about in the community. Through observation and conversation, I realise how many 
of us value a smile, a “good morning”, a hot beverage in the local café, to be in the 
company of others, and have someone listening without fear of judgement or ad-
vice.  

All of us have had, or are going through,  “stuff”. It’s part of our human journeys. As 
we pass by the stranger we can turn away or ignore them because we are caught up 
in thoughts about our own troubles. We can speak without thinking of the impact it 
will have on others. Jesus had time for everyone, particularly those on the outside, 
those that didn’t fit the accepted mould; and he told us to love each other. We can’t 
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solve all the problems, but we can make some else’s day just a little bit better by 
acknowledging them positively.  

As we journey into autumn, when days are shorter and crisper, how wonderful it 
would be if we could smile at those we pass, take the time to chat and listen, share 
a cuppa with someone other than our friends or family, and push ourselves outside 
of our comfort zones to make someone else’s day a little bit brighter. And as we 
bless others in this way, so we too will be blessed.  

“Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compas-
sionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contra-
ry, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a 
blessing.” (1 Peter 3:8-9). 

 

 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

Once again, people from St Nick’s are invited to take part in the annual appeal to 

fill shoeboxes for needy children in Third World countries. 

Some ready-covered boxes will be available from Oct 13th (you may, of course, 

cover your own). The final collection date will be Remembrance Sunday Nov 

10th. 

Most of us really enjoy this very worthwhile project. This year the boxes will be 

sent to Teams4U rather than Samaritans  

Purse for distribution to the children abroad. One consequence of this is that the 

suggested donation towards transport costs is £2.50 instead of £5.  

You will need to download a leaflet and label from the Teams4U website. A few 

leaflets will be available for those who find this difficult. 

Thank you 

Celia  
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The Bishop of Derby’s Harvest Appeal 2019 
In March this year, parts of Manicaland, rich agricultural lands in eastern Zimbabwe, 

were devastated by Cyclone Idai. The cyclone brought rain, flooding and landslides, 

but worse was the devastation as a dam burst its banks sending huge rocks, some 

over 10 tons, down the valley, destroying homes, crops and livelihoods. 

The Diocese of Manicaland provided food and shelter in their schools and churches 

in the aftermath, bringing comfort to the bereaved and care for the injured before 

the larger agencies came with support. The church has worked closely with other 

agencies to ensure the most vulnerable were not left out. 

The cyclone has felt like the final straw breaking people who have already been 

suffering a long political crisis that led to an economic crisis with hyperinflation. In 

2016 they were badly affected by drought.  

But the church wants to do more to help. They are really concerned about the elder-

ly and widows who are living in communal tents, often looking after orphans. The 

church would like to build them simple homes, away from the danger area. The gov-

ernment has offered land.  

As a diocese, we will partner with The Diocese of Manicaland, who will provide ce-

ment, bricks and roofing sheets, which we will finance. The community will then 

contribute local materials and their labour to construct homes. Each home will cost 

around £900 to build. We are aiming to generate funding for 20 family homes which 

gives us a target of £18,000 - Can you help these vulnerable 

people to have a dry home, safe from future storms? 

Donations should be made payable to ‘The Bishop of Der-

by’s Harvest Appeal’ and sent to Mr Edward Latham, 64 

Birkinstyle Lane, Shirland, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 6BS. 

more info @ derby.anglican.org 
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Getting to Know You! 
           The wonderful people who make up our 

family here at St Nick’s 

How long have you been coming to St Nick’s, and what made you walk through 

the doors? 

Julie and I came to St Nicks 13 years ago to support Jill Needle as she took up her 

first curacy after being ordained. (We had known Jon and Jill for many years and 

decided to come to St Nicks after enjoying the ‘FOG’ meetings that had just started.)  
 

When did you give your life to God? 

I have been a Christian since going to University and was confirmed at Platt Church 

Manchester; I met Julie at a church Bible Study she attended when home from Lon-

don University. Since being confirmed we both felt it important to be baptised as 

adults, so after we were married, we attended a Baptist church in Gloucestershire 

and were both ‘fully immersed’. I think this was the point of a full commitment to 

God. 
 

What do you find most challenging about being a Christian? 

Most challenging is seeing loved ones reject the faith and the feeling of being una-

ble to break through their viewpoint. We all know it’s God not us who converts, but 

I’m sure some have a real gift of persuasion which must help in conversations about 

our faith.  
 

Who do you find inspirational? 

There are many inspirational Christians who can make you feel a bit of a ‘Division 2 

player’. I suppose those who have suffered terrible ordeals for their faith like John 

Tyndale (who translated the Bible into English) and Dietrich Bonhoeffer are exam-

ples of such people. In the modern day I’ve heard some inspirational speakers like 

Nicky Gumbel and David Pawson who give you a real spiritual uplift with their teach-

ing. 

We’re looking at some of the lovely 
people who do jobs in and around our church, and 
this month we’ll be hearing from Graham Tanner, 
who attends St Nick’s and also helps out with vari-
ous technical and computer tasks for us!  
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Do you have any favourite Bible verses/worship lyrics?  

No, I don’t have any particular favourite bible verse or song lyrics. It’s amazing how 

many passages and verses become relevant and appropriate at different times and 

its difficult to pick any one. As for songs, again there can be favourites for a time, 

but over-use or my changing taste in the music style make them drop out of my ‘hit 

parade’. However, one collection of songs which does remain special is by a little-

known group called the Star of David Singers’ from the 1980s. Their music has re-

cently been revived by the group Hebron which includes Helen Shapiro. The group 

performed in Duffield this summer and it was a very memorable evening. 

Learning in Faith is our Diocesan programme of learning opportunities for 2019. We 
are really excited to be able to offer a huge range of courses and training events in 
venues across the Diocese. Every event, bar one, is free and we hope that you will 
take advantage of all the different things on offer. Booking is essential and is done 
via Eventbrite. Coming up this month: 

Planting New Congregations 

Sat 5th October, 10am-4pm, St Barnabas Centre, Clay Cross 

This workshop isn’t just aimed at big churches with loads of people and money. It’s 

for all churches who want to see lives transformed and God’s Kingdom grown; 

whether they are big or small, urban or rural, well resourced or faithful few. Our 

aim is to help you learn of the many ways – from tiny fresh expressions to large 

church plants – that new worshipping communities can be created, to explode 

some of the myths and to show you how vital they are in seeing God’s Church flour-

ish. 
 

Talking Faith for Ordinary People 

Thurs 10th October, 10am-1pm, The Vineyard, Glossop 

The Bible tells us, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 

to give the reason for the hope that you have.” Yet, sharing our faith story with 

those outside the church can be a daunting prospect. This workshop is designed for 

to remove the fear from sharing our faith story and give some practical thoughts 

and ideas of how we can do so more effectively.  
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Being a More Inclusive Church 

Weds 23rd October, 7-9pm, St Helen, Churchtown, Darley Dale 

"Drawing the circle wider… and wider”- This workshop will explore why the princi-

ples of inclusion are central to the mission of the Church. Inclusion is actually a very 

simple concept of enthusing all that we do with a deep desire to bring all into the 

love of Christ and speak the word of God afresh to our generation. We will look at 

how relatively small changes can help the local church engage in radical hospitality 

and radically refocus mission for growth.  

Welcoming & Integrating Newcomers into the Church 

Tues 29th October, 10am-12noon, Church House, Derby 

Almost every church will tell you that they are welcoming – and yet, typically only 

around 10% of people who try a church will join. Bob Jackson writes, “True welcome 

is about active encouragement into the heart of the community of the church, and 

its job is not done until someone is completely at home, a valued, contributing 

member of the Body of Christ.” This workshop looks at various aspects of a church’s 

welcome and introduces tools to help churches become truly welcoming.  

 

The Real Advent Calendar is the UK’s only Fairtrade Ad-
vent calendar which comes with a free 24 page Christ-
mas story-activity book & supports charitable causes, it’s 
palm oil free & made, designed and produced in the UK. 
 

We have an order form on the notice board in church or 
you can purchase online at meaningfulchocolate.co.uk or 
in larger Tesco stores.  

‘The Knife Angel’ comes to Derby - Derby has been 

chosen to host the National Monument Against 

Violence and Aggression - The spectacular 27ft 

sculpture, made from around 100,000 bladed 

weapons collected in knife banks during police am-

nesties across the country, will be based next to 

the Cathedral on Irongate, for 28 days During Octo-

ber. 
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The next Prayer & Praise will be on Sunday 27th October 

In January we launched a new 7pm service on the fourth Sunday of each month. 

We’re advertising this as an informal service with contemporary worship songs, 

time and space to reflect on a Bible passage, open prayer, and the opportunity to be 

still in the presence of God.     

All are welcome, and we hope this will be a great space for you to come and be 

refreshed in spirit.         

 

Barbara Flanders has recently  received a BISHOPS 

BADGE AWARD at a Service at Derby Cathedral for 

her Service and Commitment to Education in Denby. 

The annual awarding of the Bishop’s Badge is 

made to people because of an outstanding con-

tribution to their community or church through 

“service, inspiration or witness”.   

                                               Well done Barbara! 

The full list of all those nominated and the com-

munities they represent will be published in the Oc-

tober edition of “Our Diocese”  

We are pleased to announce that St Nicholas 

Church will be running a ‘British Sign Lan-

guage in Christian Setting’ training day on 

Saturday 16th November.  The cost of the training day is £20 per person, 

lunch will be provided. There is a sign up form at the  back of church if you 

would like to register your interest in attending or see Becky for further info.  
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      Activities           Dates/Venues  

Playtime Toddlers              9:15am - 11am Every Tues term time                 Church Hall 

Morning Prayer                                8:30am Every Mon term time                        Chapel 

Mid-week Communion                12:30pm Every Wed term time                          Chapel 

Women’s Fellowship    1:30pm - 4:30pm Wed. 2nd October                   Church Room 

Knit & Natter                  1:30pm -  3:30pm Wed 9th October                    Church Room 

Coffee & Chat                10:30am - 12 noon Fri. 11th October  Church Room 

Pub Lunch                                        12 noon Sun 20th October The Markeaton 

Prayer & Praise                                      7pm Sun 27th October                                  Church 

    

What’s on at St Nick’s 

The following are regular activities that take place here, 

and you are more than welcome to join in with them! 

Newsletter Information - 

Deadline! 
 

Please be aware that the deadline for 

any news you’d like to be included in 

the next Newsletter is always the 16th 

of the month before. 

Any info should be sent to the church 

office on stnicksallestree@outlook.com 

 

Birthdays 

 
 

If you’ve got a big birthday coming up, 

maybe 80, 90…… 100?! We’d love to 

know so that we can celebrate with you!  
 

 

 

Please speak to Christine C who 

coordinates church birthday cards. 
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Something to do: 

Plant something today. Care for it and rejoice in the wonder of life as it grows. Read 
and reflect on our work for climate justice.  

Something to pray: 
 

May we live gently on the face of your beautiful earth. Help us never to lose sight of 
the web of creation nor to let acquisition harden our hearts towards our brothers 
and sisters.  

Contributor: Jill Segger. Quaker, writer, journalist and associate director of the 

thinktank Ekklesia.  

 

Something to read: 
“Know well the condition of your flocks and give atten-
tion to your herds; for riches do not last for ever, nor a 
crown for all generations. When the grass is gone and 

new growth appears, and the herbage of the mountains is 
gathered, the lambs will provide your clothing, and the 

goats the price of a field; there will be enough goats milk 
for your food, for the food of your household and  

nourishment for your servant girls”. 

- Proverbs 28:23-27  
Something to think about: 

The pastoral imagery of both the Old and New Testaments is a reminder of how far 

many of us are now removed from the daily experience which once gave it so much 

force. A growing number of us are urban people and even where we are not, few 

have a close connection with the land, its produce and rhythms. Our perception of 

dependence on natural cycles has become attenuated and although climate change 

affects us all, we are, in the developed and industrialised world, still at a significant 

remove from the extreme weather events, famines and displacement which are in-

creasingly the harrowing experience of so many. 

Climate justice is central in the work of Christian Aid. It should be central to our un-

derstanding of loving our neighbours. It also demands of us a determination to seek 

a deeper engagement with the loving Creator who has given us a creation for all 

generations. 

LIVE GENTLY 
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Upcoming Services 
The Chapel is open for prayers from 9:30am on a 

Sunday before the service . 

Dates/Services Leaders Readings 

Sunday 6th October 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Celebrating Harvest 

Becky M 
Phil M + Anna O 

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
Luke 17:5-10,  

Sunday 13th October 

10am Together@TheTable 
Becky M 
Dawn K 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 

Sunday 20th October 

8am Holy Communion 
10am Morning Praise 

Becky M 
Phil M 

Genesis 32:22-31 
Luke 18:1-8 

Sunday 27th October 

10am Holy Communion 
7pm Prayer & Praise 

 
Becky M 
Phil M 

Psalm 119:129-136 
Luke 4:16-21 

Sunday 3rd November 
8am Holy Communion 
10am All Age 

Becky M 
Phil M + Anna O 

Dan 7:1-3, 15-18 
Luke 6:20-31 

Sunday 10th November 

10am Informal Worship - 
Act of Remembrance 

Becky M + 
Anna O  

Sunday 17th November 

8am Holy Communion 
10am Morning Praise 

Becky M 
Dawn K + Phil M 

2 Thess 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 

Sunday 24th November 
10am Holy Communion 
7pm Prayer & Praise 

Becky M  
Phil M 23:33-43 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming you at our services. 


