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Knowing and worshipping God and sharing His love 

December 2019 

 St Nick’s Church Allestree 

Vicar: Rev Becky Mathew Email:  vicarallestreequarndon@hotmail.com                   
Vicarage Tel: 01332 550224 Rest Day: Friday      
Curate: Rev. Dawn Knight Email: revdawn68@gmail.com  
Contact Tel: 01332 519552 Rest Day: Friday                                                                              
Administrator: Joanne Peace  Email:  stnicksallestree@outlook.com 
Church Office Tel: 01332 550431    
Website: www.stnicksallestree.uk                             
General office hours: Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30am –2:30pm 

A message from Becky Matthew 
 “For unto us a Child is born, 
Unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”   Isaiah 9:6 

I’m not sure which one of us put ‘an election’ on our letter to Santa, but it seems 
that’s the one delivery that guaranteed this year. So as well as listening to the jingles 
on the Christmas adverts, we’ll find ourselves surrounded by political promises, and 
as well as Christmas cards dropping through the letter box, we’ll be picking up com-
munication mail from our local candidates.  Some might feel this is a bit of a spoiler 
on the season, however I think there are good reasons this political stance could 
provide a more authentic Christmas experience.  

Politics shapes the Christmas story as we know it. Luke’s gospel tells us Mary and 
Joseph travel to Bethlehem precisely because Quirinius, governor of Syria, was com-
manded by the Roman Emperor Augustus to conduct a census for the purpose of 
taxes.  Before we meet the child Jesus, Matthew’s gospel is keen to establish his cre-
dentials as a descendant of King David, and to acknowledge the political exile of Je-
sus’ ancestors to Babylon. The wise men cause such a threat to the political order 
with the news of a newborn king that King Herod plans to kill the child.  Mary and 
Joseph flee and live as refugees in neighbouring Egypt. Meanwhile, fueled by the 
desire to cling to political power, Herod orders all young children in and around 
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Bethlehem be slain.  

The Christmas story is about God entering our world.  Jesus is our ‘Emmanuel’ liter-
ally meaning ‘God with us’. The baby Jesus finds his life shaped by the political stage 
around him from before he leaves the womb. The politics of the world with its com-
peting factions, impact his life from his birth until his final breath on the cross.  

Politics too shapes all of our lives.  It has profound effects on the lives of those who 
are very similar to us and those who live in very different circumstances. The bible  
is clear that our concern should never be just for our own standards of living, but 
rather for those who are particularly vulnerable or in need.  Perhaps we could see 
our vote as a Christmas present to our neighbour as well as a desire for ourselves.  

If you want to find out who your neighbour is, take a look at the answer that Jesus 
gave to someone who also asked this same question, in Luke chapter 10, from verse 
29, known to many as the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

So if you want to add that authentic dimension to Christmas this year, make sure 
you visit your local polling station.  

With best wishes for you and your loved ones this Christmas,  

Yours in faith, 

Becky 

 

Adam, Esther and Gael would like to say a huge thank you to all our friends at St 
Nick’s for the lovely cards and gifts we’ve received in response to the arrival of Oona 
Grace! 
 

At the time of writing this she is four weeks old and thriving. We are so in love with 
her, and thank God for her safe arrival. It’s so special knowing your powerful prayers 
have been with us - bless you all. 

We hope to come and visit you all soon, if we haven’t done so already by the time 
you read this! 

Many, many thanks for your love and kindness. 

The Browne family x 
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Allestree Churches Together 

#Follow the Star Nativity Trail  
 

“It was the star that first caught their attention. It was the star that shone 
out announcing to the world; Jesus is Here. It was the star that prompted 

them to make that journey……..” 
 

#FollowTheStar encourages everyone to follow in the footsteps of the Wise 
Men on their journey to meet Jesus. 
 

Collect your free #Followthestar trail leaflet from local churches, Allestree 

Post Office and the Library. Fill in the spaces on the trail leaflet and you      

will be led to a final destination on Park Farm where you can hand in your 

completed trail and earn a prize. 
 

We are encouraging local church members to hide stars around Park Farm- 

for people to find and take away. These could be in the form of knitted stars, 

or painted stones. Who saw the Star of Bethlehem?  Maybe a scene with 

shepherds and angels or the wise men that followed the Star faithfully. Mary 

and Joseph as they journeyed to the stable must have also seen the star  

shining bright.   
 

Church members might like to wear a star during Advent – or give a star   

decoration as a gift to a friend or stranger… Perhaps you can put a sparkling 

star up in your window at home? Did you know that using tinsel represents 

the starry sky in the Nativity? 
 

Allestree Churches Together will be at Park Farm shops on Saturday 14th    

December at 11am to sing carols and entertain those passing by. Wear your 

Star, tinsel and/or twinkly lights and join in!  

 

 

   

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjNupqGgOXlAhVFzhoKHc1dAXoQ
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124021.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ftwitter_124021&docid=vCzYvvD2eIXt4M&tbnid=oaT2g4OeBLnRAM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjUm6eRgOXlAhWQxYUKHSudAEoQM
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Saltmine Theatre Company Presents:  

When:  5 December 2019, 6:30pm (doors open 6pm) 

Where:  Reach Derby 

                The Riverside Centre 

                Pride Park, Derby 

                DE24 8HY 

Tickets:   Adult: £8,  Concession: £5,  Family Ticket: £25 (2 adults & 4 children) 

Booking:  https://www.derbylive.co.uk/whats-on/rapunzel-christmas-pantomime 

Thank you to all who helped in many   

ways in support of our Children’s Society       

Autumn Coffee Morning, which raised an 

excellent total of 1130 for this very   

worthwhile cause.  

A few messages from Helen Illingworth… 

Children’s Society Boxes - It’s the time of year when I empty the boxes. This year 

I’m trying to get this completed by Christmas. If I haven’t already had your box      

or arranged to collect it, can you please bring it to church on a Sunday before     

Christmas. Failing this, please phone me on 559237 to the make the necessary    

arrangements.  Thank you.  
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St. Nick’s Church invite you to: 

CAROLS AROUND THE TREE 

A festive celebration of words and  

music with a special guest 

 

 

                Carols 

             Songs 

               Stories 

              Poems 

                  Readings 

 

 

Followed by warm mulled wine  

and mince pies 

SUNDAY 22nd DECEMBER AT 5PM 
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St Nick’s are supporting Derby City Mission in their ‘Christmas Connection’ 

project again this year. New toys and gifts for children in need aged 0-17 years 

can be donated for Christmas parcels to bring joy to children throughout Der-

by & Derbyshire. If you would like to donate, we have a collection sleigh at the 

back of church and a list of suggested items on the notice boards.  

Last year Derby City Mission were able to give parcels to around 300 children, 

ranging in age from 0-17, through churches groups and other Christian chari-

ties such as Safer Families for Children and Upbeat Communities. Please re-

member, all gifts need to be brand new and not gift wrapped. Sweets & choc-

olate, small stocking fillers, soft/cuddly toys and books are also most wel-

come. 

The deadline for making donations is Sunday 15th December. 

For more info, please see: www.derbycitymission.org.uk/children-at-home  

Thank you for your kind support. 
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To book a place email stnickschildrensworker@gmail.com or 
ring Anna on 07508988722 - Please note places are           
limited and can only  be  secured  with  a returned completed   
registration form.                        

 Leaders are DBS checked 

 

£2 

Saturday 21st Dec  

9.30 - 12.30pm 

 

Primary School Age Children
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Please join us on Sunday 8th December  
 

 

Christmas  
 

Bring & 
Share                 

Lunch 
   at St Nick’s 
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... Dates for your diary ... 

Christmas Ser-

Sun 1st  Dec Christingle Service with Portway Junior 

School choir 

10am 

Sun  8th  Dec  Morning Prayer with Advent prayer       

stations, followed by a Bring and Share 

Christmas lunch 
 

10am 

Sun 15th Dec  Christmas Carols with Woodlands School 

Choir - wear your favourite Christmas 

jumper! 
 

10am 

Sun 22nd Dec  Community Carols around the Tree – with 

sketches and songs from our amateur              

dramatics groups, followed by Mulled 

Wine and mince pies and a visit from a 

very special guest (Ho Ho Ho!). 
 

5pm 

Christmas Eve  The Christmas Story – all are welcome to 

dress up as a character from the Nativity. 

4pm 

Christmas Day Christmas Communion, 10am Christmas 

Day celebration service 

9am 
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The next Prayer & Praise will be on Sunday 22nd December 

This is a 7pm service on the fourth Sunday of each month. An informal ser-

vice with contemporary worship songs, time and space to reflect on a Bible 

passage, open prayer, and the opportunity to be still in the presence of God - 

All are welcome, and we hope this will be a great space for you to come and 

be refreshed in spirit.         

 

Allestree Local History Talks - Winter / Spring 2020 

 

Meetings are held in the Choir Vestry of St. Nicholas Church, Allestree Lane on 

Wednesday evenings starting at 7 pm. Enquiries about the Group to Terry 

558256 or Matthew 842114 

Enquiries concerning the program to Mike mikehannah068@gmail.com or 

07985627717.  Website: allestreelocalstudygroup.org.uk 

Date Title and Speaker 

8 Jan 
“The Sleeping Beauty” – Restoration of the Cromford Canal by 
Mike Kelley 

22 Jan “Bradshaw’s and an Early Railway Tour” by Robert Mee 

12 Feb 
“The Robins” – History of our Post Office and Postal Service 
by Bob Massey 

26 Feb Talks by our Members 

11 Mar “Bolsover Castle through the Ages” by Ian Morgan 

25 Mar 
“1817 – a Recipe for Revolution” – Reflections on the Pentrich 
Rising of June 1817 by Michael Parkin 

mailto:mikehannah068@gmail.com
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      Activities           Dates/Venues  

Morning Prayer                                8:30am Every Mon term time                        Chapel 

Playtime Toddlers              9:15am - 11am Every Tues term time                 Church Hall 

Mid-week Communion                12:30pm Every Wed term time                          Chapel 

Women’s Fellowship    1:30pm - 4:30pm Wed 4th December                   Church Room 

Knit & Natter                  1:30pm -  3:30pm Wed 11th December                  Church Room 

Coffee & Chat                10:30am - 12 noon Fri 13th December Church Room 

Prayer & Praise                                      7pm Sun 22nd December  Church 

Pray Together 7-8pm Wed 15th January Chapel 

Pub Lunch                                        12 noon Sun 19th January The Markeaton 

What’s on at St Nick’s 

The following are regular activities that take place here, 

and you are more than welcome to join in with them! 

Newsletter Information - 

Deadline! 
 

Please be aware that the deadline for 

any news you’d like to be included in 

the next Newsletter is always the 16th 

of the month before. 

Any info should be sent to the church 

office on stnicksallestree@outlook.com 

 

Birthdays 

 
 

If you’ve got a big birthday coming up, 

maybe 80, 90…… 100?! We’d love to 

know so that we can celebrate with you!  
 

 

Please speak to Christine C who 

coordinates church birthday cards. 
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Something to do: 

Take a few minutes out from the excitement and busyness of today to just thank 
God for the gift of His son and to pray for others, for those who have no gifts and for 

Something to pray: 
 

Ever-present Lord, we thank you for the gift of your son Jesus. We thank you that 
you are mindful of us and that you care for us so deeply. Lord, enable us to be your 
hands and feet here on this Earth, bringing gifts of hope, good news, justice, equali-
ty and liberation to all who are in need.  

Contributor:  Richard Stein, a former student at Westminster College, Cambridge 

 

 

                           In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
                 that all the world should be registered. This was the first              
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All 
went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went 
to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was ex-
pecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because  there was no place for     

                                                                           them in the inn - Luke 2 1-7  
Something to think about: 

Christ is come. 

Today we celebrate the truth that Christ has arrived and is among us. What does 
this mean for us exactly? In reality, it means the same thing today as it does every 
day... God is with us. Mary held Jesus in her arms, Jesus then held the world in His 
arms and now we need to hold others in our arms. 

Jesus is here, but Jesus has always been here through and in each one of us. He has 
entrusted the care of others and this world to us. We are His hands and feet now in 
this world. His arrival at any moment to anyone is truly good news. 

The irony of Christmas Day is that we often hastily unwrap gifts and want to show 
and share our gifts to and with everyone. But the one perfect gift that all should un-
wrap stays wrapped up in a manger. Don’t leave Christ in the manger after today. 
Be His hands, be His feet, be the good news, be to others what Christ has been to 
you. 

LIVE GENTLY 
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Upcoming Services 
The Chapel is open for prayers from 9:30am on a 

Sunday before the service . 

Dates/Services Leaders Readings 

Sunday 1st December 
8am Holy Communion 
10am All Age-Christingle 

Becky 
Ann & Dawn 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Matt 24:36-44 

Sunday 8th December 

10am Morning Prayer & advent 
prayer stations Phil & Dawn 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Matt 3:1-12 

Sunday 15th December 

8am Holy Communion 
10am Christmas Morning Praise 
with Woodlands School Choir 

Becky  
Dawn & Anna 

James 5: 7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

Sunday 22nd December  
10am Holy Communion & Baptism 
5pm Carols around the Tree 

Becky  
Phil 

Romans: 1:1-7 
Matt1:18-end 

Tuesday 24th December  
4pm Christmas Story 

 
Becky & Anna  

Wednesday 25th December 

9am Said Holy Communion 
10.30am All Age Christmas Day 

Becky 
Becky 

Set III Isaiah 52:7-10 
John 1:1-14 

Sunday 29th December 

10am Joint  Service 
 
Phil 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Matthew 2:13-23 

 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming you at our services. 


