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Knowing and worshipping God and sharing His love 

February 2023 

 St Nick’s, Allestree 

& St Paul’s, Quarndon 

Curate: Rev. Dawn Knight Email: revdawn68@gmail.com  
Contact Tel: 01332 519552 Rest Day: Friday                                                                              
Children’s, Youth & Families Worker: Anna Oldknow  
Email: stnickschildrensworker@gmail.com 
Church Office Tel: 01332 550431    
Email:  stnicksallestree@outlook.com / admin@stpaulsquarndon.org.uk  
Website: www.stnicksallestree.uk / www.stpaulsquarndon.org.uk                        
Office Hours: Monday 12-3pm and Thursday  9am –3pm 

QUICK REACTION ALERT 

Fifty years ago this month I was in the RAF.  I was 
stationed on a front-line Cold War fighter station 
in Eastern Scotland and my role was to man the        
operations room communications desk.  While     
routine flying was taking place life was busy and interesting, but over-
night and weekends involved just waiting for a call from the radar station 
regarding Soviet  aircraft approaching UK airspace.  At all times two fully 
armed fighters were housed in a small shed close to the end of the  run-
way where aircrew and groundcrew would sleep fully clothed and ready 
to spring into action.  This was (and is still) known as being on “quick re-
action alert” often abbreviated to QRA. 

Staying awake, alone in the operations room, was always challenging – 
especially between 2am and 5am when BBC radio went off the air.  To 
have fallen asleep, though, would have potentially risked the security of 
the nation.  My duty was to react to the call from the radar station and 
wake the sleeping airmen so that fighters could be scrambled to deal 
with the potential intruders. 

Even in the current climate of tension between Russia and The West, we 
all too easily forget the dangers of armed conflict.  As Christians we can 
also become sleepy and complacent.  In Ephesians, Paul warns us that we 
are engaged in spiritual warfare: 
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“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
    Ephesians 6:12 

Satan likes few things more than God’s people becoming complacent 
and over-comfortable. Peter calls our attention to the need to be 
alert: 

 

“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”                1 Peter 5:8 

 

Peter also exhorts us to be ready to share our faith in Jesus whenever 
the opportunity arises. 

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect 1 Peter 3:15b 

 

So, as we look forward to celebrating another Easter, might we not 
also need to embrace the concept of QRA?  Quick to spot and make 
the most of any and every opportunity to articulate out faith in Jesus 
to those who do not yet know him; react to those who might seek to 
undermine the Gospel with gentleness and respect and remain alert, 
recognising the twin dangers of complacency and apathy that God’s 
enemy takes delight in? As is often said, the church is always just one 
generation away from extinction. Let us, then, prayerfully reflect and 
act upon the Great Commission with which we have been entrusted. 

 
“
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.’”          Matthew 28:19-20 

 

Phil Moncur 
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The Meaningful Chocolate Company 

The Meaningful Chocolate Company is a Christian company 
which sells Fairtrade chocolate - Advent calendars at Christmas 
and the Real Easter Egg, the only Fairtrade egg to include a 
copy of the Easter story in the box.  

Supermarkets no longer stock the Real Easter Egg so the only 
way to order them is at www.realeasteregg.co.uk or phoning 
01925 877004. 

As well as paying farmers a fair price for their produce, the com-
pany have donated more than £320,000 to charitable, develop-
ment and education projects. There is a scheme to buy an egg 
at a reduced price to donate to the Trussell Trust food bank hub 
for distribution. 

 Individual or group orders are welcome. Order by March 7th. 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk
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St Nick’s and St Paul’s and 

surrounding churches 

Developing and Equipping 
Disciples 
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The Emmaus course is split into 3 stages and  is designed to welcome 

people into the Christian faith and the life of the church, It is rooted in 

an understanding of evangelism, nurture and discipleship. 

Stage 3 is for those already Christians and is a good refresher before 

embarking on Evangelism to those who don’t yet know the Triune God. 

There are 13 short courses in the growth series. This course is 

 4 x 90 minute sessions on: 

• Who is Jesus?  

• What did Jesus teach? 

• Why did Jesus die? 

• The difference Jesus makes 

Through discussion and Exploration 

 

Week 1 Monday 30th January   Week 3 Monday 13th February 

Week 2 Monday 6th February     Week 4 Monday 20th February  

At 2pm  

The Chapel, St Nicholas Church, Allestree. (In the chancel if too many) 

Facilitated by Rev Dawn. This course is for everyone at St Nick’s and 

St Paul’s. 

Sign up at the back of Church or let Dawn know 

revdawn68@gmail.com / 01332 519552 

mailto:revdawn68@gmail.com
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St Pauls News  

St Paul’s Fundraising 

Many thanks to Rebecca for organising Curzon second-hand uni-
form sales which have raised £100, and to Katy Davis for her cake 
sales which raised £234.  All proceeds go towards funding for 
Anna’s Christian work at Curzon School. 

Recommended viewing. 

There was an excellent programme on the BBC on Christmas eve 
about the fate of many British church organs and the efforts to 
find them a new home. 

In the programme you get to see the detail of these organs and 
learn a little of how they work so if you would like a gentle hour’s 
entertainment and education then search on iPlayer for ‘Organ 
Stops, Saving the King of Instruments’. 

 

 William Morris connection with St Paul’s. 

In July 2021 the church was contacted by 2 neighbours who were 
looking into William Glasby’s stained-glass windows 
as a lockdown project having come across sketched 
and rough notes of locations.  They had a very odd 
church name and address but with some detective 
work, decided that it must be St Paul’s, Quarndon. 

We were sent a small sketch and this indeed was one 
of ours. 

William Glasby (1863-1941) was Chief glass painter 
for James Powell & Sons, the firm he  
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joined as an apprentice in 1876. He then 
worked as a painter for Henry Holiday and     
Morris & Co. He established his own studio 
c.1920 and in 1930 he had an office in            
Kensington, and his studio was in Put-
ney.  He has made windows for many 
churches in the UK and abroad and with his 
William Morris connections was much 
sought after. 

The sketch is of the window in the bell tower 
and depicts the young Jesus with a scroll 
and the inscription is from Luke 2,40.  It is 
very much of the Arts and Crafts style and 
was provided by the children of the village 
through a series of fundraising efforts in 
1933. I did think this an odd place for the 
window until I read that this area was the 
original site of the        baptismal font. 

 

 The Children's Society 

Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets for the quilt. 
£165 was raised, and the quilt was won by Sarah Tupling. 

The collection at  the Christingle service amounted to     
£163-65. Thanks to all who contributed and helped. 

Thanks  

Helen  Illingworth 
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A Personal Reflection on Holocaust Memorial Day. 

 

Last Thursday the Cathedral held a service and stone 

laying ceremony to commemorate Holocaust Memorial 

Day (HMD) and this year’s theme is ‘Ordinary People’. 

If you turn around having laid your stone on the Cathedral 

Green you will see a very old black and white framed 

building, and this is where in the 1800s an ordinary      

person, recently arrived from Mulhouse, Poland started a 

business, to better himself.   

Like all my many Jewish ancestors, over hundreds of 

years, he (my several times Great-grandfather) had fled 

pogroms or poverty to make a better life for himself in 

England.  We were lucky though, and by the start of the 

War nearly all my family were very firmly part of middle-

class middle England so we did not lose direct family to 

the Holocaust, though the families left behind by some 

distant Aunts who fled Ukraine through the Polish forests 

in 1920 did not fare so well. 

Though I do not know much about the Jewish faith as my 
father and his siblings were deliberately brought up     
outside of the faith and he became a Christian when I 
was a child, I am very proud of my Jewish ancestry and          
ancestors.   
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As I said, my family were lucky.  Unfortunately, all those 

Jews still in Mulhouse by the 1930s were removed, 

killed or fled, half at Kristallnacht and the rest in the few 

years that followed.  But the most damming thing is that 

if there were survivors, none ever came back and none 

settled there.  Even to this day there are no jews in   

Mulhouse. 

These were ordinary people but so too were the         

bystanders and it led me to think – how would I have felt 

as one of their neighbours?  These evil ideas grew from 

tiny sparks that needed stamping out but would I have 

acted?  Would I have just rolled my eyes or tutted and 

let my silence be taken as indifference or worse,         

acceptance, and would I have let my silence and        

inactivity amplify someone’s hatred until I became silent 

through fear?   

So this year I will pray for those victims of hate crimes 
and especially the holocaust, that this is never allowed 
to happen again.  I will pray for those who fight hatred 
and especially thank God for those who fought in WW2 
and the Battle of Britain, as without them I doubt I would 
be here.  And I will pray for the strength that I, as an    
ordinary person might not stay silent but be able to 
speak with Christian love to stop someone’s sparks of 
hatred growing into something bigger. 
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St Pauls New Website 

St Paul’s PCC invite you to our new website hosted on ‘a church 

near you’.  

Three ways to find the new website. 

Click the link or copy this and paste it into a search engine: https://

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13381/  

In a search engine, type ‘a church near you’. When you are on the website, 

you are invited to type in the location of the church; simply type 

‘Quarndon, UK’  

In a search engine, search ‘a church near you St Paul's Quarndon Derby’.  

We invite you to take a look and welcome any feedback, just simply use the 

contact form on the ‘get in touch’ page for any improvements or what you ap-

preciate.  

Why have we moved our website? 

After the PCC performed a website audit and compared it to the functionality and 

design of ‘a church near you’. The audit made it very clear that there were many 

benefits, both to the user and the editor in moving our website to this free platform 

for all Church of England churches.  

Some of the main benefits 

A dedicated development team means its always up to date in terms of secu-

rity, safeguarding, GDPR, functionality and design which brings peace of 

mind that we automatically comply with current regulations. So, all we 

have to do as a church is very simply maintain the content.  

It’s compatible across all formats: computer, tablet, and mobile phones. 

As an editor, we can access individual online support and regular tutorials on 

how to edit the website as well as any updates.  

On special church wide events, for example Christmas and Easter, there are 

dedicated graphics to emphasis and promote special events.  

It unites all Church of England churches under one website. (St Nicks also 

have a similar site) 

These are just a few of the benefits of being on ‘a church near you’. I think you’ll 

agree that this is a smart move, and we hope you enjoy the features on the web-

site as we do. Happy surfing! 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13381/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13381/
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St Nick’s Prayer Circle 

St Nick’s have a prayer circle as part of their pastoral care set up. 
For those unfamiliar with the practice, it is simply a circle of  

people who are committed to phone along a chain when people 
request prayer, or a situation arises that needs communicating 

and praying for. You can rest assured that you are being covered 
in prayer when you approach someone who is on the               

contact list.  
If you would like to be added to the prayer circle, 

please get in touch with the church office. 
For more details, please see the poster at the back of St Nick’s 

Prayer Requests: 
Please pray for:- 
 
• Beryl Olpin’s family as they mourn her loss. 
• Those who are seriously ill and in need of comfort and 

healing.  
• For progress in the calling of a new vicar to our parishes  
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Church Prayer @ St Nick’s 
 
Pre-church prayer has now resumed in the chapel from 9.30am 
to 9.45am on a Sunday morning. We pray for the service to fol-
low and anything else the Holy Spirit prompts us to bring to our 
Father. 
 
Monthly prayer has returned to 
Zoom during the winter months 
on Wednesdays 7.30-8.30pm 
The next meeting will be 
February 22nd. 
 

Contact Graham if you are interested in joining us in prayer. 

 

St Nicks PCC News 

Here are some headlines from our PCC meeting in January: 

• Anna Hopewell-Ryan is retiring from the pastoral care role in 

April 

• Linda Carter will be retiring as PCC secretary from April  

• Messy Church is returning—once a month starting on 

February 1st  

• The church room is being redecorated by the community 

payback organisation 

• We will be having a Healing service sometime later this year 
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Coffee & Chat @ St Nick’s 

A reminder that Coffee & Chat meet 
every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month, 
in the Church Room, 10:30am -12noon. 
All are welcome to join in and enjoy this 
lovely social, which is much appreciated 

Knit & Knatter @ St Nick’s 

Meetings are held in the Church Hall on the 
1st, 3rd, and where there is a 5th Wednesday of the month,           

2-3:30pm. 
 

Membership fee—£5 each quarter, then £1 per session. 
Contact Sandra on 557114 

Come and join us for tea, biscuits, and chat. 

St Nick’s Pub Lunches 
Join us after church for a pub lunch social once a month. 
The next ones will be February 19th and March 12th at 

12 noon. 

St Nick’s Birthdays 
 

If you’ve got a big birthday coming up, 

maybe 80, 90…… 100?! We’d love to 

know so that we can celebrate with 

you! 

Speak to Sarah Tupling, who keeps our 

birthday records up to date.  

Newsletter Information - Deadline! 
 

Please be aware that the deadline for 

any news you’d like to be included in 

the next Newsletter is always the     

23rd of the month before. 
 

Any info should be sent to the church 
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Please get in touch if you’d like to organise a Baptism at St Nick’s or St Paul’s, or 
would like to get married or celebrate a special anniversary with the renewal of 

wedding vows. 
We are always happy to respond to enquiries. 

 

Handy Contacts for both churches: 

Church Office                  Anna Oldknow    Contact:  01332 550431 

St Nick’s 

Church Warden:   Paul Taylor  Contact:  01332 556020 

Safeguarding Lead:   Miriam Chappell  Contact:  07814 358662 

Licensed Lay Reader:  Sarah Tupling Licensed Lay Reader:  Phil Moncur    

Licensed Lay Reader:        Bruce Innis 
   

St Paul’s 
Church Wardens:     Mike Annable Contact: mike@stpaulsquarndon.org.uk 
       Jan Calladine Contact: jan@stpaulsquarndon.org.uk  
Safeguarding Lead:  Rebecca Hanson Contact: psostpauls@outlook.com 

Upcoming Services  

Dates/Services  Leaders Readings 

Sunday  5th February 
St Nick’s: 10am informal Service 
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion 

 
Anna 
Carol Price 

 
1 Cor 2:1-12; 
Matt 5:13-20  

Sunday  12th February 
St Nick’s: 10am Together @ Table 
St Paul’s: 3:30pm T-Time Christingle 

 
Lee Martin 
Anna 

 
Gen.1:1-2:3; 
Matt. 6:25-end  

Sunday  19th February 
St Nick’s: 10am Morning Praise 
St Pauls : 10am Holy Communion 

 
Bruce/David 
Dawn 

 
Ex.24:12-end; 
Matt.17:1-9  

Ash Wednesday  22nd February 
Joint Service at St Nicks 2pm Said HC 

 
Dawn 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; 
John 8:1-11  

Sunday 26th February 
St Nick’s:  10am Bible Study 
                  3pm  Holy Communion 
St Paul’s:  10am Morning Praise 

 
Graham 
David 
Dawn/Bruce 

 
Gen. 2:15-17;    
3:1-7;  
Matt. 4:1-11  


